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This paper is submitted in response to the Office Action dated March 28, 2002, three- 
month date for response is June 28, 2002. 

Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested in light of the following 
amendments and remarks. 



I. AMENDMENT 

In the claims: . f ^ 

Please cancel claims a and 7 without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 1 1, 12, 14 and 15, as follows: 
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(Amended) A yam comprising a plurality of staple fibers chosen from the group 
con'^sting of non-metallic conductive staple fibers, quasi-conductive staple fibers and mixtures 
of nonVietallic conductive and quasi-conductive staple fibers, the fibers from this group making 
up at least about 35 percent by weight of the staple fibers in the yam. 




(Amended) The yam of claim 1, wherein the plurality of staple fibers comprises at least 
soAe non-metallic conductive staple fibers. 



5. (i^ended) The yam of claim 4, wherein the individual non-metallic conductive staple 

1 fibers hnv^^n T > r linrar r rn i stanrr thnn nhnnt 1 (f nhmr ppr r pu timeter. 

u - 




(Amended) The yam of claim 5, wherein at least some of the non-metallic conductive 
iple fibers comprise carbon-loaded polymer. 




9. \ (Amended) The yam of claim 5, wherein at least some of the non-metallic conductive 
staple fibers comprise polymer loaded with antimony-doped tin oxide. 

10. (Arnended) The yam of claim 5, wherein at least some of the non-metallic conductive 
staple fibers Vomprise non-conductive polymer and are solution-coated with one or more 
electrically-coimuctive polymers. 



11. (Amended) tbe yam of claim 5, wherein at least some of the non-metallic conductive 
staple fibers comprise inherently-conductive polymer. 



12. (Amended) The yam^s)f claim 5, wherein at least some of the non-metallic conductive 
staple fibers are bicomponent strole fibers. 
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